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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE Cbaracter of this 
holy ſervant of Cbriſt, 
is already given by an eve- 
ry-way ſuitable * hand, in 
what part it lay open to the 
obſervation of others. His 
more znteriour pourtraitture, 
which is contained in theſe 
papers, was (as it could only 
be) drawn by himſelf. 

Why it is now expos'd 
to publick view, there 1s 
o need to be ſcrupulouſly 
areful in giving an account. 
It muſt be acknowledg'd, 
here is uſually with the ho- 
leſt men, a modeſt ſhyneſs 


* In his funeral ſermon, by Mr. 
* der 
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of communicating theſe pri- 
vacies of their own fouls, 
Their inner man doth ſhew 
its own face with the more 
difficulty, by how much it 
is more beautiful, and wor- 
thy to be beheld. And fo 
it was with this excellent 
' Perſon, as his inſcriptions 
upon theſe papers ſhews; 
[The State of my Own Son,] 
and { Notes for my Self, 85 
nifying their intended uſe, 
was that of a mirrour to re- 
preſent himſelf to his own 

eye, not to other mens. 
Yet this averſion (though 
great) hath not been always 
invincible, or ſuch as no 
reaſons to the contrary could 
over-ſway. What are the 
Pſalms of David, and ſun- 
dry memoirs of holy men 
in 
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in ſcripture, that were re- 
moteſt from oſtentation, and 
vain-glory, but records of 
the moſt ſecret diſpoſitions 
and motions of the hidden 
man of the heart, made pub- 
lick for the inſtruction of 
their own, and ſucceeding 
ages. As alſo, the other 
publiſhed meditations, and 
ſoliloquies of ſome of the 
greateſt worthies in the chri- 
ſtian church, muſt be un- 
derſtood to have had the 
ſame pious deſign. Nor 
hath a generous benignity, 
in ſome heathens, permit- 
ted them to ingroſs to them- 
ſelves, or envy to the world, 
thoſe pleaſant ſenfations of 
their own minds, which they 
thought might be ſome way 
inſtructive and uſeful to 
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other men. As that * re- 
nowned philoſopher and em- 
peror is an inſtance, who 
ſcrupled not to write, and 
leave behind him for this 
purpoſe, twelve books con- 
cerning his own life, 

The thing cannot be 'cul- 
pable, if the deſign be in- 
nocent, which will in great 
part be diſcernable in the 
manner of doing it, when 
it is with unaffected ſimpli- 


it is like the face. 
good men, in giving a0. 
counts of themſelves, not 
ſpared to put in the diſtem 
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pers, and diſaffections of 


eir ſpirits, that are as great 
blemiſhes and deformities, 
as a wart or mole on the 
face; which the faithful 
pencil muſt as curiouſly ex- 
preſs, as the greateſt decen- 
cies. 

However, .if this publica- 
tion be praiſe-worthy, no- 
thing is to be arrogated to 
the author; and if it be 
thought blameable, nothing 
is to be derogated. For 
though the work it felf 
(which -carries its ſufficient \ 
praiſe with it) be owing in- 
tirely to him; or rather to 
the grace of God in him; 

che making it publick, is 
from the advice, and deſire 
of ſome friends, willing to 
impart what was once moſt 
A 4 pri- 
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ptivate, for a publick good, 
It is but the diſſection of 
his ſoul, leſs to be regretted 
by friends, when he is now 
out of ſight, and much more 
uſeful, than that of his late- 
ly pained body. 

As anatomy diſcovers al 
the curious contexture of 
our bodily fabrick ; ſo here 
are vivid repreſentations of 
faith, love, an heavenly mind; 
of humility, meekneſs, ſelf-de- 
nial, entire refignedneſs to th 
will of God, in their firſt and 
continued motions 3 with 
whatever parts, and princi- 
ples beſides, compoſe the 
whole frame of the neu 
Here it is as i 
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through all the veins and 
arteries; how the heart 
beats, the ſpirits fly to and 
fro; and how each nerve, 
tendon, fibre, and muſcle, 
perform their ſeveral ope- 
rations. Here it may be 
ſeen, how an heart touch'd 
from above, works and 
tends thitherward ; how it 
depreſſes itſelf in humilia- 
tion, dilates itſelf in love, 
exalts itfelf in iſe, ſub- 
mits it ſelf a ng chaſten- 
ings; how it draws in its 
refrefhings, and ſuccours, 
as there is need. 

To many, who have ſeen 
ſo ſteady, uniform, and 
amiable a courſe and tenour 
of life ; how grateful will 
it be to behold the ſecret 

otions of thoſe inward 
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htent principles, from 


whence all proceeded ? 
Though ſome others would 


look no farther than the 


advantages in external re- 
ſpects that accrue by it. 
So though ſome content 


themſelves to know by a 
clock the hour of the day, 
or partake the beneficial 
uſe of ſome rarer engine : 
the more curious, eſpecially 
any that deſign imitatiom, 
and to compole ſome lite 
thing, would be much 


more gratify*d, if through 


ſome pellucid incloſure, 
they could behold all the 
inward work, and obſerve 
how every wheel, ſpring, 


or movement, perform their 


ſeveral parts and offices to- 


wards that common ule. 
| : What 
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What is here preſented, 
as it may be of great uſe- 
fulneſs to all that ſeriouſly 
deſign the chriſtian life 
ſo it hath a ſpecial uſe for 
ſuch as deſign it not, and 
who think there is no ſuch 
thing. 

It may peculiarly ſerve 
to convince ſuch, as are wil- 
ling to think as ill as they 
can of the calling and of- 
fice of the miniſtry, that 
there are /ome that ſerve the 
Lord in that work, who 
do not ſtudy ſuch ſubjects 
as are here exemplified, on- 
ly to frame diſcourſes of 
them, wherewith to enter- 
tain the people for an hour; 
but for their own uſe and 
practice too. That do ive 
the things they teach; and 

1 —Wp eat 
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eat of the food they pre- 
re for others: that are 
in good earneſt, and moſt 
intent to ſave themſelves and fv 
thoſe that hear them, and do 
really venture their own | 
fouls upon the fame bot- (do 
tom, upon which they | 
would pęrſuade their hear- 
ers to venture theirs ; ta- 
king all poſſible care, f 
<vhen they preach ts others, 


they ſhould themſekves be caff 
ay 


ay. 
The very opinion (as well þs 
as the thing itſelf) that we 
preach only for forms ſake, þ 
and to keep up the cuſtom, | 
and believe or regard not wh 
what we -ourſelves ſay, -is # 
no ſmall, (nor perhaps un- 
common) hindrance to the 
ſucceſs of preaching 2 
Y. 
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day. It is hard to be ſeri- 5 
dus in hearing what I think 
e is not ſerious in himſelf 
rho preaches it. If I ap- 
prehend he trifles, *tis a 
great temptation to me to 
lo ſo too. 

You may ſee, this wor- 
hy man conſider'd the goſ- 
del, as a goſpel of ſalvation ; 
and not only zaught, but 
fed it accordingly. How 
olicitous was he to ground 
ubſtantially and © ſtrongly his 
bope of eternal life ! How 
varily did he feel his way, 
— _ to underſtand 
and know prafically u 
what _ he might alely 
before his judge! 

1 * who 2 1 ſo, 
is ought to be taken for 
reprehenfeve example; and 

may 
» 
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may be very directive to 
them that do. 

That it may attain its 
proper ends, is the ſerious 
prayer of 


One defirous to pro- 
mote the common 
ſalvation, 


Jonn Hows. 


Mr. CO RB E T's 


ENQUIRY 


INTO THE 


State of his Soul. 


— 


His Introduction. 


N order to peace of con- 
ſcience, and aſſurance of 
my good eftate towards God, 
nit in reaſon be ſuppoſed, 
bat 1 may rightly underſtand 
the marks of fmcerity ſet down 
in God's word; as alſo the 
predominant inclination and 
motions. of my own ſoul ;, and 
that I may be ſo far af- 
ſared of my right underſtand- 
ing of the things aforeſaid, as 
10 
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to bave no reaſonable ground 
of doubting thereof. For | 
have no other ordinary way 
to know my ſincerity in order 
to the ſaid peace and aſſurance, 
' but to examine it according 10 
my beſt underſtanding by the 
marks thereof ſet down in God's 
word, 

In this ſelf-examination it 
is requiſite that I uſe all dili- 
gence, and impartiality, with 
conſtancy : And that I earneſtly 
pray for God's aſſiſtance in it, 
and heartily offer my ſelf to bis 
| ſearch, as David did, Pal, 
cxxxix. 23. 

Wherefore if upon the moſt 
impartial and diligent ſearch 
that I can mate, according 
to the beſts of my underſtand- 
ing, together with carneſt and 
conſtant prayer to God 10 7 
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fiſt me therein, as in my © 
greateſt concern; it doth moſs 
rationally appear to me, that 
the predominant inclination 
and motions of my ſoul are 
agreeable to the marks of fin- 
cerity ſet down in God's 
word, then my conſcience do- 
ing its office aright, is to judge 
for me accordingly, viz. 

I am fincere. And in this judg- 
ment I am to acquieſce, becauſe 
it is the judgment of God's 
agent and miniſter, which be 
bath ſet up within me to judge 
under him of my internal ſlate, 
according to bis law, by which 
be bimſelf doth and will judge 


me. 

God hath the ſame aſpelt 
upon the ſoul, which conſci- 
ence bis vicegerent hath, as 
it from time to time, or or- 

|  _ dmarily 
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dinarily judgeth not againſt him 
* him, but under bim 
and according to bis judgment, 
either acquitting or condemning. 
To this purpo 
1b, 1 John iii. 20, 21. 
our” heart condemns us, God 
is greater than our heart, and 
Herb all things; if our 
heart condemn us not, then 
have we confidence towards 
God. 


—— 
— 3 


The State of my Own 


SOU L, 


According to the ſtricteſt 
Search that I can make. 


Pſal. cxxxix. 23, 24. 
Search me, O Lord, and 

know my heart, try me 

and know my thoughts, 


and ſee if there be any 

wicked way in me, 

lead me in the way ever- 

laſting. Amen. 
The following Particulars 

were ſet down in Decemb. 

Jan. Feb. An. 1663. 


8 far as I am able to 
diſcern my heartand 
ways, I have choſen 

the Lord for my portion, 


I take up my reſt in him, 
and 
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and not in the Creature, 
To love, and fear, and ad- 
mire, and bleſs him, and 
to have communion with 
him is my chief joy; and 
the eternal viſion and frui- 
tion of God is my great 
hope. I would not only 
have God hereafter, but 
here in this world for my 
chief good. He is even 
now better than all the 
world. 

I come to God by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and as I believe 
in God, I believe alfo in 
Chriſt, and rejoice and glo- 
ry in him; and acknow- 
ledging my own ſinfulneſs 
and unworthineſs, I reſt 
intirely on him as the 

round of my juſtification 
to life, and of all * 

p y an 
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and acceptance with God, 

I receive Chriſt as my 
Lord, and give up my ſelf 
to him. I let him into my 
heart by faith. I eſteem 
him precious, and am wil- 
ling to ſuffer the loſs of all, 
that I may win him. 

I deſire to know him in 
the power of his death and 
reſurrection, and am much 
grieved that I do fo weakly 
experience that power, and 
feel it no more operative in 
me, in my dying to ſin 
and the world, and in liv- 
Wing and walking in the 
ſpirit. 

do not ceaſe to lament 
the more heinous ſins of 
my kfe ; and cannot for- 
dear the continual implor- 


ing of the pardon of 4 
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J dv not return again toWn: 
them, and I reſolve never ſo Wt. 
to do. 
| I watch and pray, and Wn 
| ſtrive againſt all fin, but 
| eſpecially againſt thoſe ſins, I 
1 to which I am more eſpe. ie 
cially inclined. My con- 
fficts are daily, and I am put 
hard to it; but I do not u 
yield up my ſelf to any fin, N 
nor lie down in it, yea, I 
do not ſuffer ſinful cogita- 
tions to lodge in me. 
I am many times much 
diſcompoſed, damped in 
ſpirit, deadned in duty, 
iſtracted in my ſtudies, 
and moleſted and hindred 
every way by the ſin that 
dwelleth in me. But I re- 
folve, that ſin ſhall, have 
no reſt in my ſoul, and 
n that 
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t I will never enjoy 


it. 
Though I cannot keep 
in out of my heart, yet 


t doth not reign in. 

ortal body, nor do I. 
yield my members to the 
rvice of it. 

I would fulfil. all righte- 
puſneſs, and owe nothing 1 
o any man but love. | 
ad a hundred-fold ra- | 
her ſuffer wrong, than do | 
yrong. | | 
It was faid of Chriſt, 
hat no guile was found in 
is mouth; and of the faith= .. | 
ul company that followed 
ne Lamb, that no guile | 
vas found in their mouth. | 
And that it may be ſo with 

| 


e, I endeayour with my 
hole heart, 


I wuſt 


r — ⁰˙ů8 ... any er g.a* 
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I truſt God with my 
chiefeſt outward concern- 
ment ; even with 'that, a- 
bout which I am moſt ſoli- 
citous, and wherein to be 
ſatisfied is of great momant 
to me, for that it hath as 
reat an influence upon my 
pirit, as any outward thing 
hath. And I do believe 
that God will ide for 
me herein, or otherwiſe ſup- 
ply the want of it. 

My earneſt deſire of God 
is, that my outward condi- 
tion may be ſo ſtated by 
his wiſe and gracious pou 
vidence, as I may be leaſt 


expoſed to temptation, and 
| beſt diſpoſed and furthered 


unto duty. 
I have an inclination to 
ſeek Self, particularly in 
vain 
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rain applauſe, and that in 
religious ſervices ;z and here- 
in I have been highly guilty : 
but I ſhame my ſelf for it 
before God, and I am wil- 
ling to be ſatisfied in the 
praiſe that comes from him 
alone; and I truſt throu 
is grace, that I can deny 
my ſelf in matter of reputa - 
tion to do his will. 

I love the Lord Jeſus 
briſt, and all his ſaints, 
he broken eſtate of the 
hurch, eſpecially by inteſ- 
ine evils, is a great trouble 

Wo my ſpirit. The ſcandals 
of profeſſors I am truly 
grieved at, and I would not 

by their weakneſſes ſeek to 
xcuſe my own faults, or an 


ppplauding of my own vir- 
ues, | 
B hae 
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I have no ſerrted bitter. 
neſs and revenge againft my 
enemies, but I love, pity 
and pray for them. As 
concerning Gad's enemies! 
am more provoked, but 
would not be- mhuman or 
eracl nft chem ; for 
che of man worketh 
not the rightevulnes of 
God. 


I contemn none, T would 
not W the Tpirit of 
r al 

> MB of Go 
accounting. 2 righteous 
nes, I would not infut 
over the weakneſs of 'any; 
and this & partly out d 
natural tenderneſs and mo- 
ral conſiderations; and 1 
find, that the poednefs and 
kindneſs of — 
ne 


I'can make, chat I have net 
ne :backward, but 
— forward, 3 
of godhneſs. And this in- 
creaſe I reckon not by fud- 
den fits now and then hap- 


pening, but by .the main 
progreſs of the work in the 
1 hat 
I have gr t 
I am no more elevated in 
the hope of heaven, and 
that I cannot attain to a 
longing deſire to be gone 
hence, and to be there with 
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had enlargement, even when 
deadneſs and flatneſs had 
been upon me. HI think 
with my ſelf ſometimes, 
were my evidences clear for 
heaven, I would exult to be 
gone hence this. very hour ; 
but I find not this readines 
at all times. 

When I have had a good 
enterprize in hand for God's 
glory and ſome publick 
benefit, I watched againſt 
vanity of mind, and vain- 
glory in carrying it on; 
and I defire purely to aim 
at God's glory, and to be 
fatisfied with my reward in 
him, And I take heed, 
that I forget not my mor- 
tality, when I am purſuin 
that deſign z but I wou 
fain bring up my ſelf to 
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this frame, to be contented 
to be taken hence in the 
midſt of it, as judging that 
I ſhall be no loſer by my 
removal, and God cannot 
ſtand in need of that ſer- 
vice. 7 ä 

Lord, forgive my inor- 
dinate ſelf-love, which hath 
diſturbed the actings of pure 
charity in divers paſſages of 
moment. For ſelf. love in 
my. ſenſitive appetite hath 
had motions contrary to the 
love of God and my neigh- 
bour. Nevertheleſs my judg- 
ment hath drallowed it, 
and I have for the moſt part 
acted againſt it, and for 
that which the love of God 
and my neighbour did come 
mand, * 


— — 
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OLord, forgive my ten 


_ thouſand — 2 


m jJeſus Chriſt, who hath 
made ſatiafaction, and hy 
this heavy reckoning to his 


| account. Lord, forgive my 
iniquity, for it is exceeding 


great. 
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Pon the review of che 
foregoing evidences, 
after twelve years, I find 
through grace the fame 
abiding in me, and more 
and more rooted. And 
ſome particulars which did 
make me more to doubt of 
my 
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my good eſtate, I find to be 
ſince that time in a greater 
* vanquiſhed. 

have done what in. me 
lies, to call to remembrance 
all my remarkable fins, 
from my childhood and 
youth till now: And av 
far as I can } I have 
repented of them both ge- 
nerally and particularly. 
And I now repent of them 
all, from the bottom of my 
heart, with a felf-abhor- 
rence, if I can know my 
own heart by the ſtricteſt 
and moſt impartial ſearch 
that I can make. 

Upon the beſt judgment 
that I can make of the na- 
ture of fin, and the frame 
of my own heart and courſe 
of life, I know no ſin ly- 


B4 ing 
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ing upon me, which doth 
not conſiſt with habitual re- 
pentance, and with the ha- 
tred of ſin, and with an un- 
feigned conſent that God be 
my Saviour and Sanctifier, 
and with the loving of God 
above all. 

The mercy of God to- 
wards me in the prolong- 
ing of the day of grace; 
in the ſtriving of his ſpirit; 
in his chaſtiſements ; in the 
checks of conſcience ; in 
the recovery of my foul 
out of diſtempers and back- 
ſlidings; doth greatly affect 
my heart, and ſtrongly en- 

me to him. This 
es me often call upon 
my ſoul and all that is with- 


in me, to bleſs his holy 
Though 
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Though my ſpiritual 
growth be very low and 
flow ; yet to this preſent 
time, pl bave Not grown 
warſe, but better; ſpeaking 
of growth in the whole 
ſpace, ar greater ſpaces of 
my time paſt, and not eve- 
ry particular day. 

By prayer and endea- 
vours long continued, I 
have in ſame mea'ure over- 
come a fpecial very ſinful 
diſtemper of mind, and 
gained the contrary tem- 
per againſt a natural pro- 
penſity. 

Though my faith in 
Chriſt de weak, yet to 
have part in his. promiſes, 
I am ready to part with all 


that is dear in this world, 
3 5 and 
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and I have no of ha 

pineſs, but in ak O 
Tho? I have had doubt- 


ings touching the promiſed 
. Glvation, yet I khow that 


as to my own felicity, I 
prize nothing more than 
that falvation, being the 
glorifying and enjoying God 


for ever, and I embrace it 


as my beſt good. 

I love Chriſt, whom 1 
have not ſeen, and I am 
affected towards him, as 
towards a perſon who both 
taught and did the moſt 
excellent things, and pro- 
miſed a moſt excellent ſtate 
to his followers, and pur- 
chaſed their redemption at 
the deareſt rate. 

I am heartily grieved for 
loving God fo _—_ 

am 
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am fure this I wrote ac- 
cording to a full perſuaſion 
at that time, viz. I love no- 
thing more than God. In 
my eſteem and choice, I 
prefer the ſpiritual, divine, 
and heavenly life, incom- 
parably before the carnal, 
animal, earthly life. And 
this eſteem and choice is 
made good by performance 
in ordinary. 

I love to love God : And 
deſire this love not only 
as an evidence of my falva- 
tion, but for itſelf, I had 
much rather have a hears 
to love him perfectly, than 
to have all the riches, ho- 
nours and pleaſures of this 
world. 


My conſcience bears me 
witneſs, * - the — 


7 
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exerciſe of my mi [ 
have no felf-end of worldly 
advantage, or reputation a. 
mong men, or any intereſt 
of the carnal mind: But ff 
the command of Chriſt, and 
the neceſſities of ſouls did 
not oblige me to this ſer- 
vice, I ſhould ghdly retire 


to cy and ſolitude. 
* temporal eſtate y 
mean and low, yet I am 


contented with it, and hum- 
bly bleſs God for what I 
have. I live in as narrow 

is for expences, as 
I can, that I might have 
ſomething to give to the 
poor, and to be helpful to 
thoſe that are in need, ac. 
cording to my ability. And 
as God hath required of us 
to love mercy z and ou? 
$8  10ur 
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Saviour hath faid, It rs a 
more blefſed thing ts give, 
than 10 — 5 fo I have 
more re in N a 
_— = needy, as far 
as my mean cftate will bear, 
than in laying out for che 
delight of my own ſenſe, 
or worldly conveniencies. 
And this proceeds not from 
a conceit of merit in any 
thing that I can Son bur 
from a love to pleaſe God, 
and do good. 

Though I have a good 
knowledge about the pre- 
miſes, yet I am a ri 
about the concluſion. And 
though I apprehend the evi- 
dences of my fincerity to be 
clear, yet a timorouſneis re- 
mains in me, 


22 Though 
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- Though I have not as yet 
overcome the fear of death, 
yet I am fure, that the un- 
willingneſs that is in me to 
die, is not that I might en- 
joy the pleaſures of ſenſe, or 
any gratification of the ani- 
mal life, 

I I feel in my ſelf a burden 
of ſin and corruption; much 
ſenſuality, earthlineſs, ſelfiſh- 
neſs ; nevertheleſs I judge, 
there is that predominance 
of love to God and holineſs, 
which I hope is unmove- 
ably ſeated in my foul; 
whereupon I hope that it 
cannot be, that I ſhould be 
caſt out of his bliſsful pre- 
ſence into that perdition, 
which is a ſtate of immutable 
hatred of him, 


TI ap- 


— — 
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I apprehend, that the 
moſt horrid and helliſh ſtare 
of hell itſelf lies in its ever- 
laſting and utmoſt enmity a- 
gainſt God. 

Thus I am ſearching and 
trying my heart and ways; 
and what I find by my ſelf, I 
write down, that I may have 
it by me for my relief in an 
evil day, and an hour of 
temptation. For I muſt ex- 
pet the time, when by 
weakneſs, or anguiſh of bo- 
dy or mind, I may be dif- 
abled to recollect my ſelf, 
and duly to ſtate the caſe of 
my own foul. And the 
powers of nature may ſo fail, 
that I may have but a very 
weak apprehenſion of what 
I have to do in this great 
concernment, 

5 I am 


— 
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le af the ten vi 
to it, that Seren e. 
lamp, I may have oil in — 
veſſel, and be to en- 
ter in with the bridegroom 
:at his coming. 
Lord, be merciful to me 
a finner; to me one f the 
chiefeſt of ſinners. O my 
exceeding ſinfulneſs O the 
-riches of thy goodneſs to- 
wards me! Should not 1 
loath my carnal ſelf ? 
Should not I grieve for 
grieving thy ſpirit? 1 de- 
- of to do ſo, I hape to do 
Do what thou wilt with 
me, ſo thou „ and 
ſanctifſy, and fave me. 1 
am afraid of thy judg- 
ments, I can endure but 
little, 
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little, O how weak is wy 
heart! Nevertheleſs I wi 
endeavour, and A truſt thro? 
grace, that I ſhall be en- 
| abled to bear thy correct- 
ing hand. Thou art wiſe 
and holy, thou art merciful 
and gracious, thou retaineſt 
not thine anger for ever, be- 
cauſe thou delighteſt in mer- 


70 ſpare me, and conſider 
me, and deal with me not 
after my ſins, and reward 
me not after mine iniquities z 
but as far as the eaſt is 
from the weſt, ſo far re- 
move my tranſgreſſions from 
me; comfort me, and ſa- 
tisfy me, for I wait for re- 
lief from thee. Whatſoever 
befals me, I will put my 
truſt in thee, 

I be» 


— —— — 
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I believe, O Lord, hel 
my uabelief. Lord, inc 
my faith. O my God, I lic 
at thy feet and „I put 
my ſinful diſtreſſed foul into 
the hands of Feſus Chriſt, and 
I reſt on. the covenant of 
erer as all my 

ation, and all my deſire. 
Amen 


S32:2222222222 22000 
feruations touching the 


Mare Ob 
State of my Seu. March 
the 21th, 1676. 


The wonderful mercy 

of God towards me 4 

moſt vile and wretched ſin- 
ner, in convincing, rebuk- 
ing, and awakening me un- 
to a ſelf-abhorrence, and 
| an 


— 
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m utter deteſtation of my 
bs, my fpecial ; ſo that 


cannot be reconcited to 


them. 

Since the more powerful 
awakening of my conſeience, 
I never have, and am per- 
ſuaded never ſhalt return to 
thoſe former fins, which 
made a breach between God 
and my ſoul. 

I hate every fin impartial- 
ly. A finful ſtate is, in my 
internal ſenſe, an horrid and 
an hellifh ſtate. 
K. * my ſelf firmly re- 

ved to give up any part | 
of my worldly fare, that 
J ſhall be found to hold to 
another's wrong. If it be | 
doubtful where the nght 
lies, I am refolved firſt to 
endeavour a reference to 


| 
| 
1 
1 
1 
| 
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conſcientious knowing men; 
and if that cannot be. fitly 
had, to ſubmit it to a legal 
crial, with a deſire that right 
may take place. I know 
not that I hold any ſuch 
eſtate, or that there is any 
doubt of my legal right to 
any thing that I poſſeſs ; but 
I have made ſuppoſition 
for the trial of my own 
ſpirit, le! 

When I had a father or Han 
mother, I would have truſt. Non 
ed them, to defend or de- N 
liver me from any evil, Im. 
from which it was in their me 
power to defend or deliver I. n 
me. In the fame manner I Hne 


now truſt to my loving wife. Nhe 
Why then ſhould I be fuk 


of God, in whoſe 
EY I am? Why moo 


into the State of bis Soul. 31 
1 doubt of his dear love 
and tender mercy towards 
me, or call in _ 
p00d-will to preſerve, 

deliver me from any ufc. 

'on, that would be too 
hard for me to bear; or to 
uſtain, and comfort me 
nder any ſuffering, which 
he ſees fit to inflit upon 
me ? 

If when I was more care- 
les and forgetful of God, 
and when I ventured 
on breaches with him, he 

_ OO to convince 
me of my fin, and to rouze 
me up to a greater care, 
and to make me more ear- 
neſt for pardon, and for 
healing, and for all needful 
grace, and more | 
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g2 W. Corber's Enquiry 
| throughout ; ſurely he 
| nat refuſe me in my .add - 
ſes for more grace, and 
1 more confirmed ſtate of h 
line. 1f I follow on « 
know the Lord, I ſhal 

deration; though God b 
und gle, and I be vile, 
n. and worthy 0 


rdition ; yet = 
. _— doubt ot 


and forgiveneſs, and of — 
rt and comfort in ti 
| darkneſs of death, and 0 
ion in the day © 
judgment, from 4 — 
and faithful Cod, through 
Redeemer and Ad- 
| vocate; ſeeing as a hum- 
| ble 
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he be Saur if hit Hul. gg 
ble penicem believer, I ve 
at his feet, and caſt my 
ſelf into his arms, and wart 
on his grace, and am re- 
ſolved to keep his 

and never to return to fol- 
ly. 

Fa more deſire to be ſin- 
cere, than to know that 1 
am ſo. The comfort and 
delight of being and doing 
good, I ſet not ſo much by, 
as the very being and doi 
good. To love God, 

to be renformable to him, 
is that which I moſt of all 
defire ſhould be in me. 

I will troft God 'in his 
ways. I will ſtrive aganiſt 
an over-timorous ſolicitude 
about my] own fGalvation, 
and will commit my ſelf to 
God, who is the infinite 

good- 


goodneſs and love, and 1 
will lie down and take my 
repoſe therein. 

I am grieved, when I ob- 
ſerve, or hear of the ſcan- 
dals of ſome profeſſors; 
and the diſorders of thoſe, 
that are in charity to be 
judged ſincere ; and the 
folles and frailties of the 
more fincere and upright. 
And it humbles me, by 
cauſing me to reflect upon 
my ſelf, and my own faulti- 
neſs, and _— and 
proneneſs to offend : And it 
makes me more to deſire the 
heavenly ſociety, and to be 
among the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perf 

My fins of ſenſuality in 
every kind and degree, I 
ſearch out, and * of. 

am 


into the State of bis Soul. 35, 


l am kept by grace, from 
groſs ſins of this fort, In 
he gratifications. of ſenſe, 
which are lawful in general, | 
I ſcrupulouſly dread exceſs, | 
and undueneſs of circumſtan- 
ces. How earneſtly do.I de- 

| 

| 


fire an abſolute purity !: 

All envy, unrighteouſ- 
els, uncharitableneis, un- 
compaſſionateneſs, unduti- 
fulneſs, and baſe ſelfiſfineſß, 
which is the root of all, I 
have ſeen, lamented, and 


abhorred. The motions. | 


and ſtirrings of mind, that 
way, are ſuppreſſed and 
diſlodged : I will never give 
may thereunto, 

Self -applauding, ſelf- 
ſeeking, in matter of praiſe: 
and honour before men, I 
live againſt. I deſire to 
C be 


36 My. Corbet's Enquiry 
be as ſincere to another's 
reputation, as to my own, if gn 
I would not value others * 
by their regard to me, but ¶ vert 
by their true worth. I chat 
would be contented to be- thy 
little in the eyes of others. pea. 
This I unfeignedly deſire ¶ nc 
and endeavour, and I hope joy 
that I have it in ſome good I mor 
degree. 

All my omiſſions and neg- 
ligences in the work of the 99% 
miniſtry, in preaching, in 
12 nal private application, 
ſolve upon more diligence 
and faithfulneſs. 

Enter not into judgment 
with thy ſervant, O Lord; 
but remember me, and 
ſpare me according to thy 
great mercy at” *- 
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the great propitiation for 
ſin, in whom l deſire to be 
found, and under the co- 
vert of whoſe wing I ſtand, 
that I may be ſaved from 
thy wrath, and enjoy thy 
peace, and live in thy pre- 
lence, where is fulneſs of 
joy, and pleaſures for ever- 
more. 


$222 eee 
Feb. 22. 1678-9. 


OD will never damn, 

in hell, any foul that 
nach the -habitual predomi- 
ant love of God, though 
ulpably remiſs, and other- 
mie ſinful, while he re 
naineth ſuch; yea, hell and 
C 2 ſuch 
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ſuch love of God, are incon- 
ſiſtent. 

1 love the holy will of God 
with all my heart, and hate 
all diſconformity to it, 


Nothing is more grievous 


to me, than to diſpleaſe 

God ; and nothing is more 

pleaſant to me, than to 
leaſe him. 

I ſtrive after chriſtian per- 
fection. 

I labour to be unbottom- 
ed of ſelf, to die to ſelf- 
advancement, to felf-glo- 
riation, and to all ſelfiſh 
joys, and to live wholly in, 
and to God, and to have ſelf 
ſwallowed up in the love of 
him. 

I labour in the work of 
ſelf-reſignation, that my 
will may be confined * 
an 
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and included in the will of 
God. 

55 ſtrive after patience in 
fect work, and do 
E a willi 2 to vield to 
Gals will in my chaſtiſe- 
ments. I ſtill juſtify God, 
and do not entertain an 
hard thought of his deal- 
ing with me; but conclude, 
that it is altogether holy, 
juſt, and good, ou for the 
be 


I feel my fin a "greater 
burden to me, than my 
afffiction. I had rather 
have health of ſoul in a 
body full of pain, than 
health and * of bod 
with a diſtempered 
And the ſenſe of my great 
ſinfulneſs diſpoſeth me to 


3 * 


40 M. Corbet's Enquiry 
patience, under my afflic 
ing infirmities of body. 

I narrowly watch my 
heart, that it may not lodge 
or admit a zin thought, 
When I am furprized with 
vanity, I ſuppreſs it as ſoon 
as I obſerve it. 


I am very fearful of of: 0 
fending in a word. When 1s 
on a ſudden, and by inco-· ¶ pri 
gitancy, I have ſpoken 2 pri 

| word, which upon ſecond I reg 
| thoughts is doubtful to me, I tell 
though I had not fuch | 
; doubt in the ſpeaking of it; ¶ of 
I have been much perplex- be 
ed about it, and engaged t 
my ſelf to a greater watch me 
fulneſs. ſiti 


Au, 
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Aug. 1680. 


Urely, Chriſt hath my 
heart. Whenſoever I 
ſwerve from Chris in a 
thought, *4word, or ' deed, it 
is by inadvertency and ſur- 
prizal againſt my fixed 
principle; and I have great 
regret at-it, and loath my 
ſelf for-it. 

If I were our. of all fear 
of damnatien, I had rather 
be holy than unholy; and 
I take-pains,- and uſe God's 
means to be holy in oppo- 
ſition to the fleſh, and 1 
make it my chief care. 
And; I do this, "becauſe I 
make the enjoying df God 

C 4 my 
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O my God, that I faint not. 
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my chief good; and rathe: 
than loſe the hope thereg, | 
would willingly undergo the 
ſufferings of this life, which 
lead to that bleſſed fruition, 
not excepting the fiery tria 
itſelf, 


22222222200 2222223 


Aug. 1680. 
* 
1 Hope, when the end 
Y 


cometh, my God will 


to me; Dear child, thy ; 
warfare is + accompliſhed, I a ſe 
thine iniquity is pardoned, : 
enter thou into my reſt, © my 
Therefore, I will both hope, obe 
and quietly wait for the fal- {elf 
vation of God. I will hope obe 


to the end. Strengthen me, 


October 
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October the 4th, 1682. 
Have no deſign, I pur- 
ſue nothing contrary to 

God's intereſt: but all my 
deſigns and purſuits are for 
God and hoſineſs. I think 
Jam ſure of this, if I be ſure 
of any thing, My great 
aim, and care, and labour, 
is to cleanſe my ſelf from all 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and to perfect holineſs in the 
tear of God. 

To whom I yield my ſelf 

a ſervant to obey, his ſervant 
I am: But I do not yield 
my ſelf a ſervant to fin, to 
obey it; but I do yield my 
ſelf a ſervant to God, to 
obey him. The deſign and 
buſineſs of my life, is to do 


his will. | 
E ˙ 
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AFFLICTION. 
| Aug. the 5th, 1680. 


T 5 will of God in 
laying this affliction 
upon me, I unfeign- 
edly approve as holy, juſt, 
and good: And I am un- 
feignedly wilkpg to bear 
the affliction, as it is an e- 
vil laid upon me by his 
will, till the time come, in 
C 6 which 
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46 The Warkings e, bis Heart 
which he thinks fit to re- 
move 1t. 

I watch, and pray, and 
ſtrive, that 1 may not give 
way to a reptting thought 
againſt his holy hand. In 
this point the ſpirit is willing, 
but the fleſh is weak. My 
mind doth really conſent 
to God's diſpenſation, and 
to my ſubmiſſion, .as be- 
ing moſt agreeable to his 
wiſe and gracious govern- 
ment, and moſt conducing 
to my falvation. But my 
Senſitive part, and my mind 
allo, as it is in part unre- 
newed, weak, and ſinful, 
doth greatly reluſtate ſo 
that I am put hard to it, 
and I muſt ſay, I am wit 
ling, Lord, * my unwilling- 


eſs, 


T have 


220 nf AfA92, 
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I have not obſerved in 
the ſeveral days paſt, that 
a thaught of dined 6 or po- 
fitive "Ciſcapremment, or 
vexatious commotion of 
mind, hath been admitted 
by me; nevertheleſs, I ſee 
to my grief, that I fall ex- 
ceeding ſhort of that quiet- 
neſs, contentation, and 
cheeffulneſs in my condi- 
tion, and of that freeneſs'of 
ſelf· reſignation to God's will, 
that I defire, and his good- 
neſs calls for. 

I wreſtle with God by 
importunate prayer, that 
this bn in the fleſh might 
22 from me; that this 

temper might be remov- 
ed, or ſo mitigated, that 1 
might be in ſome comfort- 


abie calc, and get a more 
cheer- 


48 The Wortings of his Heart 
cheerful freedom in doing 
my duty. Yet I would not 
wreſt this relief out of his 
hands unſeaſonably, and 
without his good will and 
his bleſſing. I would wait 
his time, and defire to have 
it with his love and favour, 

and with a faving benefit. 
My earneſt deſire gf de- 
Iiverance is limited with 
ſubmiſſion to his holy will. 
Yet I find that this ſubmiſ- 
ſion is no eaſy matter, but 
that I muſt take pains with 
my owt! heart; and that it 
is God, who muſt work 
my heart to it, and keep 
under the fleſh, which us 
always ready to rebel. It 
is hard to be willing to bear 
my weariſom condition: 
And, O how weak is my 
heart, 


= — — — 
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heart, and * to ſink, 
if it be not upheld by a 
ſtrength above my own! 
O let Bis grace be ſufficient 
for me, and let his power 
be made perſect in my 
weakneſs. 

I feel my ſelf bettered in 
the inner man, by this 
chaſtening. It hath fur- 
thered mortification and 
ſelf-denial, and done much 
to the breaking of the heart 
of pride, and to bring me on 
towards that more perfect 
ſelf-examination, for which 
I Ebour. 

It hath much deadned 
the world to me, and m 
deſire to the world. It 
makes me know in earneſt 
the emptineß of all crea- 
tures, and how great my 

Con- 
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concern is in God. It drives 
me cloſe to him, and makes 
me to fetch all my comforts 
from him. 

I ſee of how little value 
all outward contentments 
are; and not only in m 
preſent afflicted ſtate, but 
if I were at eaſe and in full 
proſperity, The ſenſe of 
this benefit to my ſou], is 
the great means of bring- 
ing my will to that weak 
degree of ſubmiſſion to 
God's will, to which I have 
attained, 

O that I could live more 
by faith, in this trying af- 
fliction. I endeavour to 
impreſs upon my ſoul thoſe 
arguments which the ſcrip- 
ture affords for patience and. 
long-ſuffering with * 

n 
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neſs, But this will not do 
the work, unleſs the ſpirit of 
faith and patience be given 
from him, from whom comes 
_ every good and perfect 
g 

1 „I cry to my Fa- 
char hn be wa "= 
me the boly Spirit, accor- 
ding to his gracious pro- 
miſe, that I might 
forth the power of bis 
grace, and that I might not 
diſhonour bim, nor diſ- 
courage bis children, nor 
reproach religion by my 
weakneſs. And in my bear- 
ing of it well, my reputa- 
tion is nothing regarded by 
me in compariſon of the 
honour of Chriſt, Him I 
defire to glorify both in 
my obedience and r 

0 
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I do dot love God the 
leſs, becauſe of his correct. 
ing hand upon me. As my 
neceſſities drive me, ſo his 
love draws me, - and my love 
brings me to him. I look 
to him as my Father: And 
ſhall I not honour my Fa- 
ther, and give him reve- 
rence, when JI am chaſt' ned 
of him? The Lord is my 
portion, faith my foul ; 
therefore will I hope in uin. 
J will wait for the Lord, 
who hideth his face; I wall 
look after bim; he retaineth 
not his anger for ever, be- 
cauſe he delighteth in mer- 
cy. Therefore he will turn 
again, and have compaſſion 

upon me. 
If he kill me, I will put 
my truſt in dime for de will 
| not 


«6 & cc a © wy} = 


in his Aftittion. £53 
not caſt me off for ever, if 
I cleave to him with faith 
unfeigned; but even thro? 
death itſelf will he ſave me. 
He will bring me forth to 
the light, and I ſhall behold 
his righteouſneſs. 

When I fay, at fball 
Ido, in caſoof fach or fuch 
troubleſome 'or dangerous con- 
ſequences ? my heart an- 
twers, Be mot careful, God 
ill provide; 1 <ill.leave it 
to him. 

Beſides a natural deſire 
of eaſe and reſt, the ſenſe 
of the temptation! to which 
I am liable in this condi- 
tion, makes me importu- 
nate to be delwer'd from 
it. TI :feelingly know the 
mwealknefs of my own heart, 
and I. am not ignorant pu 

& 
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the devil's malice and ſub- 
tilty, and how he will make 
the fierceſt aſſaults, where 
I am weakeſt. Whereupon 
I tremble in my ſelf, for 
fear of being tempted, and 
ſhaken, and greatly amazed, 
And upon this ground, re- 
ſpecting my ſouls ſafety, I 
judge an humble and patient 
importunity with God, for 
the removing and modera- 
ting of my diſtemper, to be 
my duty. | 

Yet to keep me from be- 
ing over ſolicitpus and an- 


xious in this thing, I conſi- 


der, that God doth govern 
and limit all our tempta- 
tions, and will not ſuffer 
us to be tempted above 
what we are able ; but will, 
with the temptation, open 

A 


A 
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a way for us to eſcape, 

Nevertheleſs, I find, that 
I do much offend by too 
great a vehemence of de- 
fire to be delivered from 
this grievous burden, with- 
out due ſubmiſſion ; alſo by 
too much diſquietneſs and 
dejection, when after ſome 
expectation of a benefit by 
that means, I perceive that 
my hope thereof is like to 
be fruſtrated. The Lord 
help me to carry it better, 
and as I ought to do, and 
keep my min@# in its right 
frame. 

My buſineſs under this 
affiiction is to be careful a- 
bout my own part, and to 
leave God's part to his 
care, My part is to do my 
duty, and to get the wy. 

I : c 


juſtice in this caſtigation. 
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fit of the affliction ; but 


to remove it, is God's part, ¶ ſma 
Let me perform what be- I 
longs to me, and what be- ton 
longs to God be will cer- II h. 
tainly perform in his own Nane 
time and way. hor 

The ſum of my duty is I dul 
graciouſly to comply with Non 
the diſpenſation, and to be- me 
have my ſelf ſuitably to it, I gla 
and to pleaſe and honour his 
God under it. According- | 
ly in this I labour, and in Nh 
this way I ſeek for comfort. ſt 
And firſt I juſtify God he. 
and judge my ſelf, God p 
exerciſes his own holineſs and Flv: 


His juſtice and holineſs I 
approve, and accept the 
puniſhment of mine iniqui- 
ty, and exerciſe an — 

0 


— 
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of the ſin, for which I now 
ſmart. 

I will bear the indigna- 
tion of the Lord, becauſe - 
| have ſinned. againſt him, 
and I repent with a felf-ab- 
horrence; and I lie in the 
duſt at his feet, and wait 
on him, until that he have 
mercy upon me, and I am 
glad to receive mercy upon 
his terms. 

I have fled for refuge to 
lay hold on the hope that 1s 
ſet before me. I do moſt- 
heartily take God for my 
portion, and I had rather 
live the divine life in con- 
formity to him, and fel- 
lowſhip with bim, here in 
the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, 
* hereafter in the fulneſs 
of glory, than live in the 

* fulneſs 
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fulneſs of the delights and 
contentments, that belong 
to the natural life upon 
earth, in a way of fin, and 
alienation from the life of 
God. 

I do moſt heartily take 
Chriſt according to the of- 
fer of the Goſpel, not on- 
ly to be juſtified from my 
fins, and dehvered from 
the wrath to come, by his 
merits; but alſo to be 
ſanctified by his word and 
Spirit, and to be governed 
by his laws, and to be 
brought by him unto the 
aforeſaid fellowſhip with 
God. And my life and 
practice, in the main bent 
and ordinary courſe there- 
of, is according to this 
cheice, in a daily walking 

| l — 


not by ſight and ſenſe, but 
by faith; not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit, in ſetting 
my heart not on earthly, but 
on heavenly things. 

I caſt off vain deſires and 
hopes, and my expectations 
of good are from God, ac- 
cording to the tenor of his 
promiſes. When I walk in 
darkneſs, and fee no light 
of outward comfort, human 
helps, and viſible means, I 
will truſt in the name of the 
Lord, and ſtay my ſelf upon 
my God. 

I ſtrive with my own ſpi- 
rit, to ſubdue it to the will 
of God: And in whatſoever 
am tempted to be moſt 
impatient, therein I labour 
moſt for, patience, My 
great care is, that I may 

NOT 
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not fin againſt my Gut ri! 
in any Kind; and more e- 
ſpecially, that J may not fin 
by a rebellious impatience 
under his correcting hand. 
In this preſent diſtreſs] 
look upon my ſelf, as be- 
ing upon my trial; z anc Ir. 
therefore I look more dili- ¶ to 
gently to my behaviour in I 0! 
it. Now a price is put in- ne 
to my hand for the proof ol an 
my ſincerity, and I labour g 
accordingly to make good I he 
proof of it. th 
I am willing to ſerve God I 
in pain and patience, elſe I I " 
were unworthy of ſo good 
a maſter. I am willing to I f 
be conformable to Chriſt in 1 
n 
X 
\ 


ſuffering, elſe I were un- 
worthy of him. But here 
I muſt ſay again, The pi- 

ri 
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i indeed is willing, i the © | 
4% is weak, Lord, help my 
unwillingneſs. 

I am called to deny all 
the pleaſures of ſenſe, and 
to mind them no more; 
and I am heartily willing of 
ic. I am called to declare 
to others, by the exerciſe 
of faith and patience, the 
righteouſneſs of the Tord, 
and his tender mercies, and 
great faithfulneſs, and that 
he alone is all- ſufficient. O 
that the power of his grace 
may be thus magnified in 
me! | 

This is the fruit of af- 
fictians, that I look after; 
and in this I will Jabour 
more and more. And thro? 
the help of divine grace, I 
will not doubt of a good 
D 2 iſſue, 
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iſſue, while I am found i 


the way of duty. To them 
who by patient continuance 
in well-doing ſeek for glory, 
and honour, and immortali. 


ty, God, who cannot lye, 


hath promiſed to give eter. 
nal hte. 

I am deſirous to be deli. 
vered from this affliction 


(if it be the will of the 


Lord) upon this account, 
that I might have a more 
notable proof of my freer 
chuſing of God for my 
portion, when I am not 
thus driven to him (as now) 
becauſe I can go no where 
elſe for comfort ; alſo of 
my freer turning from the 
world, even - en when 
I am capable of enjoyin 
it, To have ſuch : proo 
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Jof theſe things in my ſelf, I 
| ſhould take for a great ad- 
vantage, and be greatly 
thankful. Nevertheleſs, for 
the quieting of my mind, I 
conſider that my preſent af- 
flicted ſtate doth better ſe- 
cure me from temptations, 
which might draw my heart 
from God to the love of the 
world; in which reſpect, 
proſperity is far more dange- 
rous than adverſity. 
Moreover, my ' preſent 
ſtate gives me advantage 
for a higher proof of the 
grace that is in me, and of 
the power of the divine aid, 
upholding me in a life of 
faith and patience, by which 
I live upon God alone, when 
worldly comfort fails me-; 
and by which I am enabled 


D 3 to 


P. ³ A ü — 


| 
if 
| 
[ 
U 


64 The Workings of his Heart 


to overcome things grievous 
to nature; and to get above, 
not only the pleaſures, but 
the ſharp pains of ſenſe; 
and to live, and endure 
with little natural or bodily 
reſt, 

Alſo it gives me the ad- 
vantage of exerciſing a re- 
ſolved, willing ſelt-reſigna- 
tion to God in this diſpenſa- 
tion, which 1s harſh to fleſh 
and blood ; and a reſting in 
hope, when there 1s no pre- 
ſent appearance of help ; 
and a waiting and Jooking 
for the Lord, who hides his 
face; and a cleaving to him 
by conſtant love, tho? he 
doth fore bruiſe me. 

If I continue 1n the exer- 
ciſe of theſe graces, they 
will give me a good * 
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that the heavenly nature is 
in me, and will make way 
ſor great aſſurance towards 
Cod, and full conſolation in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

And yet further; I truſt 
that I have, long before 
this diſtreſs choſen God for 
my portion, and drawn oft 
my heart from the flatter- 
ing vanities of this world. 
And I know, that in this 
diſtreſs, I do not come to 
him conſtrainedly, or meer- 
ly as driven, | 

I delight to draw nigh 
to him, to peur out my 
heart before him in prayer 
and meditation. My me- 
ditation of him is ſweet to 
my ſoul, and I do not love 
to be diverted from it. And 
when my diſtemper is any 
D 4 whit 
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whit more eaſy, it works 
unto a rejoycing in him, 
And it is for an enlargement 
of heart towards him, that [ 
chiefly deſire bodily caſe and 
reſt. 

Hear my cry, O Gad; 
attend unto my prayer! I 
will cry unto thee, when 
my heart is overwhelmed : 
Lead me to the rock that is 
higher than I. 

God, the infinite goodneſs 
and love, will not caſt off 
a poor ſoul that lies at his 
foot, and cries for the help 
of his grace, when it is rea- 
dy to fin k under the burden, 
and is willing to have mercy 
upon his terms. 

Therefore I will fill cry 
to him, and look for him, 
and lean upon him, and will 

not 
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not depart from him by an 
evil heart of unblief. This 
Ireſolve in his ſtrength. Lard, 
ſtrengthen me unto the per- 
fect work of patience. 

Lord, I heartily conſent. 
that thou ſhould'lt uſe me 
as thou pleaſeſt, ſo thou uſe 
me, as one of thoſe that love 
thy name. Diſpoſal is an ef- 
fect of propriety, but it is 
always a regular and a loving 
diſpoſal of the ſubjects of his 
government | O! deal fa- 
vourably with thy ſervant. 
Thou knoweſt my frame; 
remember that I am but duſt, . 

The Lord will perfect that 
which concernethꝭ me: Thy 
mercy, O Lord, endureth for 
ever. Forſake not the works 
of thine own hands. O Lord, 
without thee I can do no- 
D 5 thing, - 
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thing. Therefore I muſ 
beg, and thou wilt give 
grace ſufficient z without 
which I cannot ſubſiſt : For 
therein is the life of my 
ſpirit, 
Forever, O Lord, 
word is ſettled in heaven. 
Pity me, O Lord, as a fa- 
ther pityeth his children, 


Comfort me, O Lord, as 


one whom his mother com- 
forteth. 

The Lord will wait, that 
he may be gracious unto 
you: For the Lord is a God 
of judgment: Bleſſed are all 
they that wait for him. 

Can I bein a better hand? 
As my profeſſed judgment is 
concerning God's proceed- 
ing, ſo let me ſtand affected 


towards it. 
FIT NOTES 


EE P thy beart with 
all diligenge , for out 
of it are the iſſues of life. 

Death and life wy: in the 
power of the tongn 

Entertain 7” = ſenſual 
imagination for a moment; 
and give not way to the leaſt 
glance of the eye towards va- 
ity. * 

Be always expefting ſome 
trouble or other, to interrupt 
thy outward peace and reſt. 

Never. expect um thing 
from the: world 5 and when it 
affers thee any thing that is 


D 6 good 
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good for thee, receive it; but 
catch not at it greedily. 

Be always mindful celui 
thou mayſt do for thine own 
and others ſalvation, in c«- 
ry inſtance, and upon cvery cc. 
cgſion. 

Die daily. 

In arguing with another, 


_ watch againſt every inordinate 


heat of paſſion, loud ſpeaking, 


every raſh word. 

If any negleft or ſlight thee, 
care not for it, yet obſerve ii. 

Any matter of trial to thee, 
reckon among thy gains. 

Take no delight of ſenſe, but 
in a manifeſt and direct ſubſer- 
wviency to ſpiritual ends; and uſe 
not that delight to irritate, tut 
to allay ſenſuality. 

When a ſenſual imaginati- 
en or paſſion breaks in, then 
excile 
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excite the taſte of the powers of 


the <world to come; and 
lay not to recover the divine 
frame. 

l bat thou doubteſt, do not. 

In thy actions, conſider not 
only what is lawful, but cat 
1s beſt in the preſent circum- 
ſtances ;,, and do that. 

In every delight of ſenſe <watch o 
againſt all brutiſhneſs. 

When thou art in company, 
where the talk is bus vain, 
watch to put in a word, that 
#:ay be to edificaticn. 

If any deſpiſe thee, do not bear 
a grudge agamſt him for it. And 
be not offended with any, meer- 
ly becauſe they do not honour 
thee. | 

ben thou art framing 
excuſes, take heed of ſpeaking 
an uniruth, or approaching 

near 
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near 10 it : leſt in avoiding the 
offence of man, thou make too 
bold with God. Take heed of 
this alſo, when thou wouldeſt 
ſpeak pleaſingly, and avoid of- 
fence in ſpeaking. 

Uſe no recreation or delight 
of ſenſe, but what thou canſt at 
that very time defire of God, 
that it may be ſanttified to ſpiri- 
tual ends. 

When thou beareſt that 
another hath ſpoken any thing 
to thy injury or diſparage- 
ment, beware of a tranſport 
of anger, that thou ſpeak not 
harſhly or unadviſedly againſt 
bim, or too paſſunately for 
ſelf, or as tos much concerned 
for ſelf 

Upbold - the reputation of 


o thy collegue, or any that 1s 


joined - with thee in ſervice, 


as 
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as thou would ſt thine own. 

Watch againſt all ſecret plea- 
fare, in the leſſening of another 
for advancing thy ſelf. 

Pray heartily for the ſuc- 
ceſs of thy collegue, and others, 
who perform the ſame ſervice 
that thou art engaged in. And 
rejoice in whatſoever good 1s 
done by them, as in what is 
done by thy ſelf, and own it 
before men. 

Uſe not animoſity and con- 
tention in any matter, that may 
be brought to a good iſſue in the 
way of peace. 

Engage not haſtily as a 
party in a difference between 
others; but reſerve thy ſelf 
impartial and unengaged, that 
thou. mayeſt moderate between 


them, | 
Abit 
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Whilſt thou lamenteſt thy 
weakneſs in ſome caſes, and 
ſeekeſt more ſtrength, be ſure 
to uſe that greater ſtrength in 


all other caſes, hereunto 
thou haſt attained; and be 


not remiſs on forgetful in any 


duty that is more facile to 
thee : So ſhalt thou have com- 
fort in thy willing mind and 
honeſt care, and do much to- 
wards the attainment of that, 
which thou yet Tanteſt, and 
reacheſt after. 

In the time of Prayer, let 
no buſineſs divert thee from 
it, that is not of preſent neceſ- 
2 
When thou haſt an apportu. 
nity of ſpeaking a word for the 


good of anotber's ſaul, defer 


not the doing of it till another 


time. 
Watch 


= JH D 
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Watch againſt all bitter 
and over-paſſionate ſpeeches, 
againſt malignant oppoſers of 
truth. For meekneſs of ſpirit 
and behaviour, is more ac- 
cording to Cbriſt, than wrath- 
ful zeal. 

Be not tranſported with 
paſſion againſs thoſe confor- 
miſts, who are more ſober 
than many others ; yet mani- 
feſt too little compaſſion to their 
ſuffering brethren. For even 
in the regeneratt, there is a 
remainder of the ſpirit of en- 
D, partiality, and ſelfiſhneſs, 
and too much of wrath, 
bitterneſs, and other parts of 
the ſerpentine nature, though 
in a mortified degree. And 
we are to yield grains al- 
lowance for the temptations 
of prejudice, intereſt, &c. to 

| which 
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which good men, as well as 6 6: 
bers, are chnoxious. 2 
In thy zeal againſt the fins 
of others, be mindful of thy own I 8 
exceeding /infulneſs : Call to re- 1 
membrance thy great offences,  r: 
which though they be un- 1 
feignedly repented of, give . 
thee to underſtand what cauſe W f, 
thou haſt to be meek, and hum- h 
ble, and patient toward all | © 
men. 
Watch againſt the motions . 
e pride and hypocriſy, in the 
Preſence of any perſon, whoſe 
favour and opinion thou much 
efteemeſt. What is man that 
thou ſbouldeſt paſs to be judg- 
| ed by man's jndgment, or ſeek 
' applauſe from man 
Be not diſcompoſed about ſomꝭ 
F petty alſardities of behaviour, 
or little indecorums, or over- 


bis; 
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bs; for ſo tobe, is pufilla- 


n:mily. 

Wien thou haſt conceived 
4 diſlike of any perſon, his 
ways, or actions, or doſt ill 
reſent his carriage towards 
hee; take heed thou do not 
take any ſecret pleaſure in the 
foreſight of evil coming upon 
bim; or in hearing or obſerving 
any ſuch folly of his, as tends 
to his reproach or ruin, or no- 
table damage. 

IF thou haſt fore-ſpoken the 
calamity, er any evil, that 
in reaſon is like to befal one, 
who doth unadviſedly manage 
himſelf, and his affairs; take 
heed of wiſhing or willing, 
that the evil ſhould come 
to” paſs, leſt thy judgment or 


diſparaged; yea, tale heed of 
, any 


fore-fieht ſhould ſeera to be 


— — . 
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am motion riſing towards fuch 
a wiſh or will. 

My own exceeding faultineſs 
engages me, in ſeeing and bear- 
ing the faults and follies of 0- 
thers, to pity them, rather than 
to rejoice or glory over them ; 
and to cover or leſſen thoſe faults, 
rather than to aggravate or di, 


play them. 


The mercy and forgiveneſs 
that I have Found and hope for 
at the Lord's hand, engages 


and diſpoſes me to forgive inju- 


ries and abuſes done to me. And 
T ſhould not think it much, that 


J, who am ſo ſinful, ſhould bear 


ſome contumelies or abuſes from 


men. 
It is diſpleaſmg to me, 10 
hear the faults of others in- 


feſted on, whether they be 


and 
matters of folly 4 — 
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derateneſs, or of perverſeneſs and 
malice ;, but eſpecially if the mat- 
ter be not evident. 

T find, that petty damages 
and injuries are apt to be Vex- 
atious, eſpecially in a matter 
the whole whereof is but lit- 
tle; as in a little farm or 
living. Wherefore I en. 
deavour that I be not fur- 
prized with a troubleſome ap- 
pearance, and conſider the 
moment of a thing how light it 
is. 

Abhor every thought, word, 
and deed, which is contrary 
zo love, 2 the burt of 
others, 

The more men wrong thet, 
the more watchfully maintain 
thy love towards them. 

FL, thy publick miniſtra- 

in prayer and preach- 
ng, 


| 
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ing, be not thoughtful cr much 
concerned © how men like thy 
Performance; but be concerned 


for this, how acceptable it is to 


God, and how effeftual and 
ſucceſsful io holy and ſaving 


means. 


If God ſingle me out fer 


ſpecial great ſuffering, I have 


no reaſon to judge amiſs of it : 

For ſuch is the flate of the 
things in the world io come, 
that ſome individuals muſt f 
neceſſuy ſuffer fer the good of 
the people. And why not 
T, as well as anotber? God 
is my owner, and be may do 
with me, as with any other, 
even as be pleaſeth; and be 
is my father, and he will uſe 


ine well, and make me ſuffi 


cient amends for all my ſuffer- 
ing; and I ſhall be no loſer, 
but 
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Mut an exceeding gainer thereby 
in the end. 

In this preſent ſlate of 
rial, it is requiſite that there 
be a ſufficient difficulty and 
hardſhip for all thoſe that 
ball be ſaved, to grapple 
with, 

For all our boaſts of free- 
will ; unleſs there were ſome 
heavy weights of ſufferings 
caſt by Providence into the 
balance, to poiſe againſt our 
propenſions to follow luſts, 
and pleaſures, and worldly 
allurements, we ſhould nover 
\riouſly ſet ourſelves to the 
vere and ſelf-denying duties, 
which belong to true godli- 


neſs. 
avoid inconveniencies 


io thy ſelf, expoſe not any 
70 
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to danger, whoſe ſafety thou art 
-bound to provide for. 

In all accuſations, whe- 
ther publick or private, when 
thou haſt made a ſufficient 
defence, enter not into needleſ; 
matters for oftentation, or 
ſuch further vindication, as 
ig nos neceſſary, if thou ſtand 
in a ſlippery place; but lie at 
a dh quand, left thou be en- 
tangled, or in ſome point cir- 
cumvented. 

1 will never wittangly and 
wilfully do amiſs, by — 

or omiſſion, in a greater 
or leſſer matter, becauſe 1 
ſhall too often do amiſs, at leaſt 
in ſmaller matters, thro igno- 
rance, or inadvertency, or ſur- 
prizal of paſſun, do what I 


can, 


Watch" 
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Watch every opportunity to 
tut in a ſavoury word, for the © 
700d of a ſoul with whom thou 

aff occaſion to converſe. 

Remember thou haſt no- 
thing of thine own, but all is 
the Lord's; and accordingly 
uſe all that thou haſt to no car- 
aal intereſt, but to ſerve him, 
1 being wholly devoted 10 
lim. 

Be as ſerious and hearty in 
thy prayer 10 God for the con- 
cerns of others, as for thine” 

Watch againſt ſoftneſs, lt 
it work unto great uncharitable-- 
nes. 

When thou haſt evidences: 
of thy ' ſincerity, which can- 
not in reaſon be gain-ſaid,, 
bold to them, and take com- 
fort in-them ;, yet ſtill endea-- 
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vour by reviews, and furth 

ſearchings, to clear all more and 
more. 

We keep our evidences, | 
keeping our graces in their live- 
ly exerciſe. 

Fetch thy comforts from hea- 
ven, and not from pleaſures and 
bopes here below. 

Do not overvalue any worth 
tbat is in thy ſelf ; but think it 
rather leſs than more, than it 
is indeed. 

If any ſight thee, be neither 
dęjected nor provoked, 

Do not value men accord. 
ing to their eſteem of thee, 

But according to their true 
worth, 

Watch againſt the expeRa-, 
tion of hearing thy own praiſe ; 
and when ſuch a thought ariſes, 
inflantly ſuppreſs it. 
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N ben thou art commended, 
Jet not thy thoughts dwell on it 
with delight; but let it be 10 
thee as nothing. 
Tate beed of too great à va- 
ation of thine own work, or 
} uſefulneſs in thy place; and 
lay not too great a ſtreſs there- 
on. 

N ben friends out of love over- 
value thee, it concerns thee not 
to over-value thy ſelf ; nor 10 
lake more than thy due, though 
they give it. 

Have a habit of compaſ- 
fron towards the afflified 
firmly fixed in thee, thai the 


motions thereof may be ſuita- 


bly ſtirred up on y 0cca- 
fron, © Wis | 


Lt an abhorrence of any 
content in anotber's ſufferings, 


be deeply _—_— on thee ; 
2 that 


— 


— — — 
—— 


| 
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that every thought thereof may 
be prevented, or inſtanti) ſup- 
Preſſed : Yea, bate all dijregard 
to another”s miſery. 
Waich again all eager- 
meſs, and immoderate delight 
in eating and drinking 3 and 
againſt minding any kind of 
food, for the pleaſing of the 
ſenſe. Come to thy meals not 
lite a brute, but as becomes a 
ſaint, Never terminate in 
the ſenſitive pleaſure, but make 
 * to raiſe thy beart tu 


When thou haſt eaten ſo 
much, ſo that thou tbinteſt more 
25 not expedient, or is better for- 
born than taken, proceed not 10 
a bit more, leſt thou be entang- 
led or diſturbed. 

Still confider, Is this a8 
1 go about, agreeable to - 
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that hath communion with 
God? Will this act promote 
communion with God? Do 1 
come ſo this aft, ſo as to have 
communion with God thereby 
promoted ? 

Seek the lawful content- 
ment of any that are about 
thee, as thou doſt thy own; 
and be as glad to gratify them 
as thy ſelf, ſo far as it is. con- 
venient for them. Hate and 
ſhun all motions of unworthy 
ſelfiſhneſs: And ſee, that o- 
thers be ſharers with thee in thy 
pleaſant things, and be not 
content to have them to thy ſelf 
alone. . 
Be not over ſolicitous for | 
bumouring thy ſelf in ſenſitive «, | 
ſuavities, but rather - ſuſpict- 
ous of it, and be abftemious from 


il. 
E3 4 


| 


—— 


— —— - — — ́ r 
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Always mind, and-do the 
preſent "duly. Comply with 
the preſent diſpenſation, and 
make the moſt of it Thy 
buſineſs is to pleaſe God, and 
God vill provide for thy com- 


. 

Lay thy heart to reſt in the 
will of God. For there is no 
other reſt for the ſoul, to be 
thought on. 

J will not indent with God 
for any good but what is in- 
cluded in the covenant 
grace. I will expect no good 


but according to the tenour of 


that covenant, which is all 
my ſalvation and all my de- 


fire. 
1 am reſolved that pride 


| Hall not ſet me 1b fludy, ar 


preach, or pray, or carry me 
on in any ſervice, If —_— 


if 
- 


8 
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of men-pleaſing or man's ap- 
plauſe, fleal in with my bo- 
weſt intentions, I will inſtant- 
h caſt them out, as ſoon as 
they be diſcovered, and I will 
watch and pray for the pre- 
venting of them. I will watch, 
when I go forth m my ſervice 
for God, that pride do nos 

me forth : Mens opinion 
of me ſhall be nothing with me, 
but the pleaſing of God, and the 
doing of good, ſhall be my whole 
3 
In performing prayer, 1 
am intent _ yy: and his 
bearing, obſerving 

his and words ; Sad 
earneſtly purpoſe and ftiriva 9 
againſt thoughts about mens 
obſerving and judging of my 

formance. Nevertheleſs, F 


& find that together with my 
ſmeere 


N 


— 
———— — ę— —ä 
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faulty but neceſſary ; 


—— 


Aucert and earneſt intenti 
directed to God, thoughts of 
regard to mens ofteem and 
Judging, will too often thruſt 
in, do what I can, /o ar ei. 
ther to be pleaſed or treuòled, 
as I think they. judge. Meß 
thoughts bade greatly troudled 
my ſpirit. 

Hereupon I confider, that 
a due regard to expreſſions for 
mens ſaxe, that they be affect. 
ing and not offenſrue, is net 
and 
therefore mt be heeded. And 
TI think, "that my thoughts 
about mens judgins have this 
intention at laſt: chiefly, that. 
my expreſſions be effective, and 
not ofſenſtue; yet I am jeulous 


f the mixture of corruption and 


Uaniyjy. | | 


* 


— — 


. 
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T7 earneftly. endeavour to 


| have imyeart Jo filled with 


the apprehenſion of God's in- 
finite Majeſiy, and my inf- 
nite concetument in bim, that 
all impertinant thoughts may 


— —— - 
* , 


be quite fewallowed up. All de- 


ſigning and endeavouring 10 
pleaſe men for my own praiſe, 


Ido at that very time deteſt and 


abandon , yea, at that very 
time I am ſure, I do very little 
regard either the approbatian 
and praiſe, or the diſallgtyance 
and diſpraiſe of thoſe very per- 
ſons, about whom my thoughts 
are ami 40 run out, as aforeſaid. 
1 do my uttermoſt 10 prevent, 
reſtrain, and ſuppreſs all fuch 
thoughts ; they are a burden to 
ME. : 


There is ſcarce any thing 
that ftirs within” me, which 
bath 


— 


. 


. 
: 
* 


| 


— 
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bath leſs of my will, than theſe 
* thoughts have. There is ſcarce 
any thing, againſt which 1 
o more watch, and pray, 
and ſtrive, than againſt theje 
thoughts. And whatſoever 
tinflure of vanity and cor- 
ruption be found in them, 1 
am heartily forry for it, 1 


Hate and loath it; and I hope 


that the merciful God will 
not impute it to me, to the re- 


refting of my prayer, or 10 
= each between him and 


my very fear 
and defare 10 


thoughts to it; as 4 man's 
— defire to ſleep, and bit 
fear that be ſhall not ſeth, 
doth commony keep him wal⸗ 


* ' Che 


Theſe thoughts Þ abbor, not 


mly before and after, but in, 


the very time they come in. 
And I ſtrive with might and 
main againſt them, If God 
approve my ſervice, and um 
me in it, I ſhall be abundantly 
ſatisfied ; though men (whatſo- 
ever or how many ſoever they 
be) ſhould deſpiſe and loath it. 
On the contrary, if men ſbould 
never ſo highly approve, I can 
never be ſatisfied if God do 
not accept and bleſs it. This 
I am ſure of, if I be ſure of any 
thing. 

J diſcern, that by care ÞF 
have brought it to that paſs, 
that my thoughts of others pre- 
ſent with me in prayer, are 
not with regard to their praiſe, 
which I value not; but ta 
what is fit to be done by me 
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n i that ſervice\ and to tber being 
Aected with it. 

Inu I am prom to be an- 
xioufly ſcrupulbus; yet I ſhould 
conſiger that there be inevita- 
ble weakneſſes (as impertinent 
| rhoughty) acconpanying the bet 
perf ces. 


——— — — 
—— —— 
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